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MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 
Nicolas Baudin Expedition to Australia, Bicentenary 

HON BARRY HOUSE (South West) [5.33 pm]:  Yesterday, 16 September, was a very significant date in 
Western Australia’s history.  It marked the bicentenary of the death of Nicolas Baudin.  Commander Nicolas 
Baudin was the leader of the Baudin expedition to the waters of Western Australia and other parts of Australia 
200 years ago.  From 1800 to 1804 he commanded the Baudin expedition, which spent considerable time in our 
waters mapping the coastline and making scientific assessments of plants, animals and the indigenous 
community to send back to France - the “civilised world” as it was known at that time.  His expedition had a 
very significant and lasting  impact on our history.  The Western Australian coastline alone is dotted with about 
240 French names, most of which come from the Baudin expedition.  They reflect Geographe, Naturaliste and 
Casuarina, the names of the three boats involved in that expedition over the four years.  Emmanuel Hamelin was 
the commander of the Naturaliste, the second ship.  Peron, Lesueur and Freycinet are also names from that 
expedition. 
Hon Tom Stephens:  Was Frenchman’s Peak named after that expedition?   
Hon BARRY HOUSE:  Frenchman’s Peak obviously has a French connection.  I am not sure whether it was 
named as a result of the Baudin expedition.  Heirisson Island was also named as a result of that expedition.  It 
has had a permanent impact on the history of Western Australia that should not go unacknowledged.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Were the places called Freycinet and D’Entrecasteaux named from that expedition?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  D’Entrecasteaux was in a different expedition but Freycinet was in Baudin’s expedition.  
He returned later as the commander of his own expedition and did significant work in this part and other parts of 
the world.   

Hon Kim Chance:  They got around a bit, didn’t they?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  They sure did.  It was a major scientific voyage of exploration in its time.  In many 
ways, it was one of the world’s great events.  It took place at the height of the Napoleonic wars - France and 
Britain were at war - and at the height of tensions involving the French Revolution.  In that expedition there were 
tensions between revolutionaries and monarchists.  There were also tensions between scientists and naval 
officers.  That led to a lot of antagonism within the expedition and tensions that had ramifications later.  Baudin 
was a good naval commander and protected his ships very well, even though they were separated in storms 
during various times of the four-year expedition.  
The scientists on board, Peron and Lesueur, the artists and so on were keen to get ashore, meet the indigenous 
population and collect their samples.  At the end of the day they did a fantastic job.  Hundreds of thousands of 
samples were later taken to France on the Naturaliste and the Geographe from this part of the world.  Some of 
them have never been properly stored or analysed in France and some probably reflect plants and animals that 
may be extinct now.  Those discoveries almost doubled the world’s knowledge of biodiversity at the time.  That 
alone was a significant undertaking.  

At the same time, Matthew Flinders was exploring and mapping Australian waters.  There was a famous chance 
meeting of Baudin and Flinders off Encounter Bay in South Australia where they exchanged details of their 
maps over a couple of days.  Both Flinders and Baudin were a little hard done by when the history of those times 
was written.  On his way back, Flinders was imprisoned for seven years on Isle de France, which is now 
Mauritius.  He could not get back to England to tell his story.  In that time the French had told large elements of 
the story.  Baudin died on Mauritius 200 years ago yesterday.  He also did not return to his country to write his 
own history.  Other people who did not particularly like him wrote the history for him.  It is no coincidence that 
only one small island is called Baudin Island.  

Hon Kim Chance:  It is a very good island.  
Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I am sure it is.  There are lots of references to Peron, Lesueur and Freycinet, the people 
who wrote the history of the expedition. 

Hon Tom Stephens:  Was Faure Island named as a result of that expedition?   

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  I think it was, but I am not aware of the specific member of the crew.  A bird was named 
the Baudin cockatoo, but I suspect that name came later, as did other references to Baudin.  

Hon Kim Chance:  Are you aware that three of the new fisheries vessels have been named the Naturaliste, the 
Baudin and the Hamelin? 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  That reflects our history very well, and does credit to the influence on our history of 
Nicolas Baudin.  A bust of Baudin is being unveiled in Mauritius, to link in with other busts that have been 
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placed at eight localities around the coast of Western Australia: in Perth, Fremantle, Bunbury, Busselton, 
Augusta-Margaret River, Albany - in which the minister was involved - and also in Broome and at Denham in 
Shark Bay - in which Hon Norman Moore was involved.  That provides a good regional spread of the impact of 
Nicolas Baudin up and down the coast of Western Australia.  If all goes well, other bronze busts of Baudin could 
be placed in other parts of Australia.  There is already one in South Australia, and there are moves to place one 
in Botany Bay in Sydney and also in Tasmania, where the expedition spent a large amount of time.  The other 
part of the equation is France, where there are two ideal locations for busts - Le Havre, the port from which the 
expedition departed, and Paris.  Some negotiations are currently taking place to place a bust of Nicolas Baudin in 
the grounds of the Australian embassy in Paris.  Once again, the minister, Hon Tom Stephens, is helping with the 
contacts there, and I hope that comes to pass.  

Hon Norman Moore:  He is probably just looking forward to travelling there! 

Hon BARRY HOUSE:  That may come about; I do not know.  

There is a committee called the Terra Australis committee, with which I have been involved over the past five or 
six years.  It has tried to coordinate and facilitate some events to commemorate this important part of our history.  
Together with the sail training ship Leeuwin, we arranged for school students from around Western Australia to 
re-enact the voyage in 2001, tracing the first landfall near Eagle Bay.  A monument to that first landfall has been 
erected there.  At the same time, the Western Australian Museum put together an exhibition to commemorate not 
only the historical events but also the scientific significance of the Baudin expedition.  That exhibition is 
currently in Mauritius, for the bicentennial of the landing there.  We also put together an education kit, consisting 
of a manuscript and a work sheet aimed at year 9 level.  That is being distributed to Western Australian schools, 
and other relevant places.  Various other bits and pieces have been done, to do justice to Nicolas Baudin.  He had 
a significant impact on our history.  There were probably other motives associated with the voyage in 1800 to 
1804.  

HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Local Government and Regional Development) 
[5.44 pm]:  I want to place on record my appreciation of the work done by Hon Barry House on the successful 
reinstatement of Nicolas Baudin to the history of Western Australia.  This has been quality work by not only the 
honourable member but also the committee he has worked with.  Kate Pratt is one member I have come across, 
but I know that there are many others the honourable member has referred to inside and outside this House.  I 
hope we are able to build on the quality of the work, and complete the exercise.  The expedition got back to Paris 
200 years ago next year, and hopefully by the time all that is finished we will have been successful in getting the 
committee the last bits of resources to complete the exercise. 

Western Australia is a fascinating place, but so many parts of the State continue to struggle for their 
nomenclature to settle down.  It is an ongoing task to make sure that the naming of Western Australia is 
adequately and appropriately done, and the utilisation of the French names of the Baudin expedition is important, 
while at the same time making sure that we do not displace any of the Aboriginal names that are also on offer.  
The nomenclature committee is currently working through some of those issues.  I note that there is a particular 
area north of Broome where the Baudin expedition has many of its names.  In my early days in the Kimberley, 
that area was always called the Dampierland Peninsula, almost as if it were one word.  In more recent times, 
suddenly people are beginning to call it the Dampier Peninsula.  That is now starting to focus in on the township 
of Dampier and the Burrup Peninsula, and confusion is emerging in the community among people unfamiliar 
with the Dampier Peninsula.  Just finding appropriate names that respond to the landscape of Western Australia 
is an important matter.  The area north of Broome does not have an official name at this stage.  Baudin’s 
expedition placed a lot of names along the landscape that has been referred to by Hon Barry House.  The work 
he has done is a credit to him and his committee, and I hope he is able to work to complete the exercise.  It seems 
to me that we can legitimately position something in Paris, maybe near the embassy, in a way that flags what 
Baudin did; that is, discover some of the best parts of regional Western Australia.  

The Hoochery, Kununurra 

HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [5.47 pm]:  I draw the attention of the House to an issue that is 
having a significant impact on a small business in the Ord River valley.  This business deserves the help of the 
Western Australian Government, and I will give the House a bit of background.  The business is known as the 
Hoochery, and it is owned and operated by a gentleman known to many Western Australians, Raymond “Spike” 
Dessert.  Spike operates the business on his farm in the heart of the Kununurra faming area.  It is a small pot 
distillery, with the capacity to produce more than 1 000 bottles a week of Ord River rum products.  Kimberley 
cane spirit is made from molasses produced from the local Ord River sugarcane.  The spirit is vat fermented, pot 
distilled, hand bottled and matured.  When it has matured for two years it becomes Ord River rum.  The 
Hoochery is the only licensed distillery in Western Australia.  In fact, there are only a handful of Australian 
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owned and operated distilleries.  The remaining distilleries in Australia are either foreign owned, or are 
importers and manufacturers buying alcohol from larger firms and flavouring it. 

The bulk of the Hoochery’s sales are through the cellar door to tourists, but the business is starting to establish a 
market for its product outside Kununurra, throughout Western Australia and in parts of the eastern States.  In 
Spike’s case, he has grabbed an opportunity with both hands to use the by-product of the sugar-refining process 
conducted in Kununurra.  This has had a spin-off into the regional tourist industry, with the Hoochery being 
included on most of the guided tours around the Ord River valley.  I can only recommend to members that, if 
they ever have the opportunity, they should visit the Hoochery and observe a Western Australian hands-on 
operation at close quarters.  

Members may be aware that in conjunction with the introduction of the goods and services tax regime, a wine 
equalisation tax - WET - of 29 per cent was established to replace the wholesale tax of 41 per cent.  GST is 
payable on top of WET.  In recognition of the value of wineries to the tourism market, which conduct cellar 
sales, and in recognition of the wholesale tax having not previously been raised from cellar sales, a concession 
was made in the form of a commonwealth producer rebate to a maximum of $42 000.  If the taxable value of a 
producer’s cellar door and mail-order retail sales plus wine used for tastings in one financial year is $300 000 or 
less, the amount of the commonwealth producer rebate is 14 per cent of the taxable value on those sales.  If the 
taxable value of those sales exceeds $300 000 in the financial year, the amount of the commonwealth producer 
rebate that can be claimed is $42 000, less 15 per cent multiplied by the taxable value of those sales less 
$300 000.  It sounds rather complicated, but when it is shown on a chart, it is easy to follow.  This concession is 
limited in its application to cellar sales and wine only.  That includes even wine produced from fruit other than 
grapes.   

In case members are not aware, the Western Australian Treasurer recently supported a push by the Australian 
wine industry for the removal by the coalition Government of the WET on the first 600 000 litres of wine sold in 
domestic markets.  With regard to spirits, a cellar sale of a 750-millilitre bottle of 40 per cent alcohol by volume 
of cane spirit produced by Spike’s Hoochery attracts an excise duty of $17.39.  This is equivalent to 73.47c to a 
standard drink.  In comparison, if a wine producer’s cellar sales do not exceed 300 000 litres, he or she would 
pay a net $1.40 WET on each 750-millilitre bottle of 12 per cent alcohol by volume wine.  This is the equivalent 
of 19.7c for a standard drink.   

I am the first to acknowledge that the alcohol volume levels of various products have an impact on the level of 
WET or excise duty imposed.  However, I believe that members would agree that the significant difference in 
the commonwealth charges for wine and cane spirit is discriminatory.  In response to Spike Dessert’s request to 
be placed on an even footing with wine producers, the federal Treasurer’s Chief of Staff advised him that a 
decision was made to introduce WET and maintain the tax relativities across alcohol products.  The Government 
is satisfied with the current arrangements for alcohol taxation and has no intention of extending the current cellar 
door sale arrangements beyond wineries.  This advice is despite the fact that the Commonwealth has given a 40 
per cent tax relief to manufacturers of ready-to-drink products, meaning whisky and Coke and other products 
that are bought in a can.   

The federal Treasurer’s Chief of Staff suggested to Spike that he contact the State Government as it has major 
responsibility for the development of local and regional tourism.  I am not sure what assistance the State 
Government can offer; however, given the uniqueness of the business and the fact that it is not in competition 
with any similar type of business in Western Australia, perhaps the Minister for State Development and/or the 
Minister for Tourism could give some direct assistance to this unique and home-grown industry.   
Regardless, we fully realise that the primary responsibility for the regime under which Spike’s products are taxed 
rests with the Commonwealth Government.  Frankly, it is about time the Commonwealth Government 
recognised the inequities it is applying to this local Western Australian business.  In this case, Spike Dessert has 
established a unique business that caters for a tourism trade that is thirsty for new experiences - no pun intended.  
However, he has been penalised for endeavouring to use local materials and for creating jobs.   
I believe we should support Spike in his quest to obtain taxation equity with wine cellar sales in cellar door sales 
of his Ord River rum products.  In this context it is interesting to note that in an address to the recent New South 
Wales Summit on Alcohol Abuse, John Pollaers, the Chairman of the Distilled Spirits Industry Council of 
Australia, supported calls by medical groups that industry taxes should be imposed on alcoholic beverages.  He 
said that such a tax scheme would encourage the industry to develop lower strength alcoholic beverages and it 
would also encourage innovation in the right direction.  I urge the State Government to strongly canvass a more 
equitable taxation regime with the Commonwealth Government on behalf of the industry and the Hoochery.   

Nicolas Baudin Expedition to Australia, Bicentenary 
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [5.55 pm]:  I join the minister in congratulating Hon Barry House on 
his involvement in the recognition of Baudin.  The member is very modest.  At one stage I thought he would not 
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mention his involvement at all.  There is hardly a relevant minister in the past 10 and a half years who has not 
been approached by Hon Barry House in his intent to make sure that this anniversary is properly recognised.  He 
has understated the part he has played in making certain that something is done.  At times it looked like nothing 
would get done.  I congratulate Hon Barry House.   

I also mention the involvement of the Marchant brothers.  In particular, Leslie Marchant’s book about the French 
explorers of Western Australia redressed some of the balance of the failure to recognise the efforts of Baudin.  I 
recommend that anybody who is interested in history read Marchant’s book because he sets out very well the 
various French expeditions to Western Australia and also the reason Baudin did not get recognised and why 
Peron and the others did.   

I will also mention Neville Marchant.  Members might wonder how Neville Marchant comes into it.  He is in 
charge of the Western Australian herbarium.  Much of the plant material that was collected during those French 
expeditions was sent back to the Paris Herbarium.  Because they were the first collections and ended up as the 
first descriptions of those Western Australian plants - some of which are Western Australia’s most famous plants 
- the type specimens are in Paris.  The type specimen is the specimen that was used by the person who initially 
described the plant.  If one wished to make an absolutely positive identification of a plant, one would have to 
compare it with the type specimen.  It is a little difficult for Western Australians because many specimens are in 
not only Paris but also Berlin in Germany, which makes it extremely difficult.   

Neville Marchant set about trying to get the type specimens returned to Western Australia.  He enlisted my 
assistance in this endeavour because he needed someone to approach the French Government to negotiate a deal 
to bring back the specimens to Western Australia.  As a result, I visited the Paris Herbarium.  When the French 
explorers collected the type specimen, they also collected holotypes, which are specimens of the same plant that 
were collected at the same time.  One specimen was used to describe the plant and the other identical specimens 
are called holotypes.  The deal made between the State Government and the French Government is that the 
French would give us some holotype specimens and we would replace that plant material with current matching 
specimens and keep them up to date on all scientific information that becomes available.  There are an awful lot 
of Western Australian plants to research.   

The Paris Herbarium is a wonder to see.  It is a huge glass and steel building.  It is a bit like the Crystal Palace.  
It has huge, high ceilings and piles and piles of drawers.  It has no airconditioning or special humidifiers; the 
room in which the specimens were stored was full of drawers with piles of specimens in them.  I was shown the 
Western Australian section.  Someone pulled out of a drawer a sheath of Western Australian plants.  Some of the 
plants were very important; they are regarded as Western Australian icons.  They shuffled them around and bits 
were falling off here and there.  The handwriting on the samples was from the people on the original expedition.  
That was on the paper attached to the plants. 

Hon Ed Dermer:  No airconditioning? 

Hon PETER FOSS:  They had no airconditioning.  It is not an ideal situation.  The samples seem to have lasted.  
They are not all that bad.  There are a few other places that have Western Australian plants.  We would regard 
these as major historical icons.  They are a set of boxes among thousands.  There are six or seven floors 
containing rows and rows of cupboards with boxes in them.  There are five million specimens.  It is a huge 
collection.  Although they are important to us, Western Australian plants are nothing.  The holotypes were 
attached to paper with an explorer’s handwriting.  They are our most famous plants.  They have not been touched 
since someone described them back in the nineteenth century.  It is history in the making.  When a person sees 
this, he thinks it is fantastic.  For them, it is just one of five million specimens.  They were quite happy to do the 
deal.  I know that Neville has been back on a few occasions to start the swap so we can provide plant material to 
them and they can give us the holotype specimens.  Western Australia will have actual copies of the plant 
material collected on those expeditions.  We can compare them with the holotypes.  I think that is a fantastic 
thing.  I do not know how far that has got because I know there have been some budget constraints.  This 
historical material is too important to be left, particularly in terms of our history.  It is not as important to the 
French as it is to us.  It is vital to us.  I urge the Government to assist Neville Marchant in this.  I know he has his 
eye on a lot of other herbariums throughout Europe.  I am not sure how far he has got.  I did not get to those 
other ones although he was planning to see them as well with the same sort of deal.   

The historical and plant communities see this as a really good thing.  It is not a big investment.  It just requires us 
to take some plants over there and for a fairly senior member of the herbarium staff to spend some time doing the 
work and bringing it back. 

During the same trip I also visited Oxford and saw the Dampier collection.  Dampier visited Western Australia in 
1699.  As a result, the Dampier collection came to Western Australia in 1999 as part of the tercentenary of 
Dampier’s visit.  He made a significant collection of Western Australian plants.  The collection contains the 
handwriting of practically every important botanist.  The collection does not have just Dampier’s handwriting, 
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which is interesting to see, but also all the big names in botany over the years.  That was because everyone went 
to Oxford to look at the collection. 

Hon Ed Dermer:  Sir Joseph Banks? 

Hon PETER FOSS:  I cannot remember.  Members would be amazed at the names.  If anyone who knows 
anything about botany sees those names, he will recognise them.  It is quite impressive.  The collection is 
slightly different in that it has a different historical point of view and does not have the same taxonomical point 
of view.  Dampier did his work before the main system was established.  The samples did not end up being the 
type specimens.  He was the first person to see them and collect them but he was not the first person to describe 
them in the modern scientific way.  He was a very good scientist; he described them very well.  The Baudin 
expedition carried known botanists and the specimens were described and are now considered to be the type 
specimens.  From the scientific point of view the Baudin expedition was more important.  We do not realise how 
many important cultural and historical records are held in Europe that should be repatriated to Western Australia.  
The good thing about the Baudin celebration is that it is an opportunity to raise people’s consciousness of our 
history and give them an idea of the significance of the contribution made by these people.  We have to put some 
value on bringing some of these important cultural and scientific matters back to Western Australia so that they 
have a home. 

Dialogue with the City 

HON LOUISE PRATT (East Metropolitan) [6.05 pm]:  I place on record tonight what a wonderful experience I 
had at Dialogue with the City on the weekend.  It made planning history with the participation of 1 300 Western 
Australians coming together to partake in the biggest interactive consultation ever held in the southern 
hemisphere.  I was the facilitator at one of the tables, which had eight participants.  I had a terrific day with them 
discussing their aspirations for our city.  Some of the things they wanted included more inner-city residential 
affordable housing.  They wanted higher density levels of accommodation while also placing an emphasis on 
continued diversity.  They also wanted more cycle paths through the city, greater pedestrian precincts and more 
frequent public transport facilities.  Some were interested in containing population growth, which was a 
significant debate at our table.  Other participants saw migration from other States and overseas and population 
growth as important contributors to our economy and community.  We were projecting plans for the 
metropolitan area.  By 2031 Perth is expected to have a certain population.  How does the community want to 
see that population catered for in terms of housing and economic and commercial development? 

Hon Barry House:  Did they want a railway up the freeway? 

Hon LOUISE PRATT:  Yes.  The railway was generally supported.  Some people called for the identification 
and retention of a local sense of place as well as indigenous flora and fauna.  Some called for the reintegration of 
local communities.  Other people hoped that metropolitan Perth would remain a place in which it is easy to enjoy 
natural beauty together with the diversity of people who make our city a wonderful experience.  Some called for 
a city based around people that maintained Perth’s unique character and lifestyle and did not try to be a copy of 
other places.  One stated that Perth should be a sustainable city that is based on low energy use, conserving 
resources and leaving a small ecological footprint; is culturally interesting and exciting; and recognises its 
natural and cultural heritage.  One person hoped it would be a new Australian city building on our egalitarian 
history, embracing diversity but extolling mateship and having a friendly community.  Others called for a stop to 
clearing native bushland and for Perth to be people friendly with lively streetscapes, mixed use and mixed 
densities, and to have an inner city that preserved more built and natural heritage in urban and built-up areas. 

Those were some of the comments made by people at my table who I had the chance to facilitate.  I also received 
feedback from the 1 300 other delegates in the room, who came from a variety of walks of life.  Many had 
responded to surveys and nominated themselves.  Some were specially chosen as experts in their field.  Hopes 
for the future from the whole group included protection of the environment, a vibrant city, a sustainable city, 
advancing our public transport system, controlling urban sprawl, more village-type atmosphere, a mix of local 
uses, local identity and a sense of place.  People also wanted diverse and affordable housing, choice, a safe city, 
protection of culture and heritage including indigenous heritage, a respect for all cultures and a city that is 
friendly for our children.  People wanted to embrace our lifestyle, which is friendly, casual, creative, livable, 
likeable and lovable.  The objective of the day was people’s aspirations to make Perth the world’s most livable 
city.  I do not have time to go into detail of the great many findings but a more detailed report will be released in 
a few weeks.  A copy will be given to the delegates from the conference. 

It was truly remarkable exercise in participative democracy of a like we have not seen facilitated in Australia.  I 
would like to see more of this type of community consultation in the future.   

House adjourned at 6.09 pm 

__________ 
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